
 
 

 
 

1 Introduction 

In response to demand from a range of practitioners and government officials in 
developing countries, including demand expressed through members of the Co-
ordinated Low Emissions Assistance Network (CLEAN), CDKN is funding and 
commissioning a comparative analysis of climate compatible development planning 
methodologies and tools.  The analysis will consider a range of donor, private sector, 
NGO and country-led methodologies for climate compatible development strategy 
development and planning.  
 
Many different climate compatible planning methodologies have been developed and 
are utilised across the world. As yet, there is no comprehensive way for decision-
makers to discern which methodologies may be most appropriate to their interests 
and specific location.  
 
Some methodologies respond specifically to mitigation, adaptation or development, 
others attempt to combine these perspectives. However, it is unlikely that a single 
methodology or tool will provide a planning solution that is appropriate for application 
in all developing country contexts.  This study therefore aims to close the information 
gap and enable decision makers in developing countries to select more appropriate 
methodologies for their needs. 
 
Key outputs expected from this study include an analytical report comparing existing 
methodologies, a research paper suitable for journal publication and some simple, 
user-orientated guidance for developing country decision-makers.   
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The project aims to complement and not duplicate other ongoing work which is 
associated with CLEAN.  A number of programmes will be considered, including, but 
not limited to, the following:  

 the National Renewable Energy Laboratory1 (NREL) project to develop 
methodologies for Low Emissions Development Strategies (LEDS);  

 the activities of the World Bank’s Energy Sector Management Assistance 
Program on low carbon growth country studies;  

 the Energy Research Centre of the Netherlands (ECN) programmes to support 
developing country governments on low carbon growth;  

 the combined NREL and ECN development of a tool decision guide for specific 
stages in low carbon development planning.  

 
A Steering Group will be used to help guide the scope of work in order to ensure this 
work is complementary to existing programmes.  
 
Going forward, this project will also support a proposed CDKN annual survey of 
climate compatible development planning initiatives and the proposed CLEAN 
inventory of low emission development planning activities.  
 
 

The definition of climate compatible development in the context of this project 

Climate compatible development involves reducing poverty and securing human 
development in a way which reduces the extent of climate change, and also helps 
societies to adapt to inevitable change. 

For the purposes of this project, we are interested in methodologies that support 
compatible development planning as a whole.  The scope includes all aspects of low 
carbon development, integrated with climate resilience, and wider issues such as 
green jobs and ecosystem services.  

 

 

 

                                                      
1
 The National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) is a national laboratory of the U.S. Department of 

Energy, Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy.  Web: http://OpenEI.org/LEDS  
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2 The project team 

This project is being delivered by a consortium composed of Ecofys and the Institute 
of Development Studies (IDS).  Together, these two organisations bring strong 
climate change strategy experience and years of experience in development. 
 
The team recognises the need for independent analysis and comparison of different 
types of available methodologies in order to ensure that they are used effectively. 
The partnership between Ecofys and IDS will enable assessing a wide range of 
methodologies from the mitigation, adaptation and development arenas, without 
being biased towards specific methodologies. There will also be considerable 
interaction with relevant networks, communities and stakeholders on the ground both 
in the climate change and development arenas. 
 
The project team will be guided by the following principles:  
 

 User-oriented approach – focusing on user needs by making use of existing 
networks and validation with policy makers in different country contexts. 

 Build on existing research – involving the CLEAN networks and existing 
knowledge. 

 Ensuring methodological breadth – incorporating a range of methods and tools. 

 Providing an independent assessment - demonstrating impartiality, not favouring 
one method over another. 

 

3 Methodological approach 

Phase 1: Methodology Development (Jan-April 2011) 

 
The project team will select a sample of methodologies to be compared in the 
analysis. It is important that the methodologies analysed provide a good range and 
appropriate geographical spread. This includes developed and developing country 
examples, examples of adaptation, mitigation and development orientated tools, and 
tools both heavily used on the ground and those with unexplored potential.  
 
Scoping and stock-take 
The stock-take will include a top-down literature overview and consultative bottom-up 
analysis.  An initial overview of available methodologies will be compiled. These 
could include:   

 Tools for low carbon development planning (e.g. openei.org, techwiki, Marginal 
Abatement Cost Curves (MACC), Low Emission Development Strategies (LEDS), 
Technology Needs Assessment handbook, Nationally Appropriate Mitigation 
Actions (NAMAs), low carbon roadmaps, low carbon scenario analysis); 

 Tools used for adaptation to climate change (such as National Adaptation 
Programmes of Actions (NAPAs), vulnerability assessments, climate impact 
assessment, disaster risk assessments, community based adaptation, 
assessment of adaptation policy processes); 

 Tools currently used in the development community (e.g., log frames, sustainable 
livelihoods approach, Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs), participatory 
approaches, multi-criteria analysis etc); 

 Tools used for policy design and evaluation (e.g. the work of the Climate Policy 
Initiative, theory based policy evaluation); 

 Systemic tools for innovation system performance (the Innovation Systems 
Framework, Climate Innovation Centers, etc). 
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As a complementary part of the scoping exercise the project team will engage with 
climate change and development practitioners. The purpose of this exercise is to 
identify the key methodologies and tools that are already used for adaptation and 
mitigation activities.  This will form an understanding of decision makers needs and 
will ensure that the entire project follows a user-led perspective. This exercise may 
also begin to highlight the relative advantages and disadvantages of the 
methodologies. Detailed targeted interviews with 5-6 countries will cover the full 
spectrum of low income, lower middle income and higher middle income countries. 
 
The findings of the literature research and the investigation into in-country experience 
will be combined into an overview. This overview will set out the methodologies and 
identify a set of selection criteria to identify the methodologies for further analysis.  
 
Selection and validation of methodologies 
Based on the criteria and overview above, at least 10 methodologies will be included 
in the comparative analysis. Depending on the results of the overview the number of 
methodologies may increase or decrease to ensure a sufficient breadth of topics and 
geographical scope. The selected methodologies will be validated with a small group 
of stakeholders and the Steering Group. 

 
Establishing criteria for analysis 
The purpose of this exercise is to characterize and evaluate the methodologies 
sufficiently to help end users choose the right tools for the right purpose. In choosing 
criteria, the end-user perspective is particularly important. Therefore, this activity will 
build on initial inputs from stakeholders in the scoping phase.  
Criteria by which a methodology is analysed may include, amongst others, how 
climate compatible it is; its scope; how user-friendly it is; and what it costs to use.  
 
These criteria, will build up a picture of each of the methodologies.  The team will 
develop clear and transparent qualitative ratings or scoring approaches, quantitative 
where possible, to allow for impartial judgement of the methodologies. These ratings 
will not be comparative or ranking, but will be individual scores intended to highlight 
the strength of each methodology in a given context. It is likely that many 
methodologies will be complementary. 

 

Phase 2: Comparative analysis and review (April – June 2011) 

 
The comparative analysis will include a comprehensive assessment of the selected 
methodologies according to the clearly-defined criteria and the scoring system 
prepared in Phase 1. 
 
Interviews will be conducted with selected stakeholders through the CLEAN network 
as well as through the project team’s networks. These interviews will enhance the 
work on two counts. Firstly end-user expertise will be integrated into the analysis and 
secondly impartiality of the assessment will be supported by gathering opinions from 
different experts. 
 
A one-page overview of each methodology will be provided. This will highlight the 
core information from the analysis to describe its strengths and weaknesses, scope, 
costs and appropriateness for the end user as well as a description of the country 
context it has been applied to. In addition, the methodologies will be “mapped” onto 
several visual diagrams to show where tools overlap and where there may be 
methodological gaps with respect to what end users need.  
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Finally, a comparative matrix will be produced including all of the methodologies. The 
purpose of the table will be to highlight clearly what each method can do best, and in 
what context and circumstances. This allows end-users to get a quick overview of 
methodologies more broadly, but refer to the individual descriptive sheets for a better 
understanding of the risks and opportunities that come with each approach. 
 
Analytical Report and Research Paper 
The results of the comparative analysis will be complied in a detailed analytical 
report. This will describe the methodology and the results of the analysis. A research 
paper will also be prepared, including the process, methods and the outcomes of the 
comparative analysis that will be submitted to an academic peer-reviewed journal.  
 

Phase 3: Development of a user friendly guide (May – August 2011) 

 
A guide for decision makers will be developed to support the selection and 
application of climate compatible development planning methodologies. It is vital that 
the outputs of this project are actually used by the target group. Therefore careful 
selection of the output format and then high-quality delivery of the output is important. 
Furthermore, it will be necessary to spark interest in the use of the tool and establish 
a sense of momentum once it is launched. It may therefore be important to provide 
some training, workshops or similar to encourage use of the guide. 
 
The Knowledge Management team at CDKN will support the development and 
dissemination of the user guide.  
 

4 Governance 

CDKN is funding this work and is the executive decision maker for this project.  
Within CDKN, the project is owned jointly by the Head of Technical Assistance 
(Alison Cambray) and the Head of Research (Natasha Grist).  The CDKN Project 
Manager is Helen Baker.  The executive decision-making process for the project will 
rest jointly between the project team and CDKN. 

A Steering Group is being established to provide additional advice to the project.  
This is a non-executive, advisory function to improve the quality of the project 
outputs.  Members will come from a wide variety of organisations that have good 
experience, in different contexts, with climate compatible development planning 
methodologies 

As the project develops, it may also be useful to bring in some additional high level 
policy expertise from selected experts.  Such input may provide a valuable steer on 
the politics and potentially sensitive issues around the application of certain methods 
and tools in a variety of contexts. These arrangements will be distinct from the quality 
assurance and review process of outputs.   

5 Contact information 

Helen Baker, CDKN Technical Assistance Team 
Email: helen.baker@uk.pwc.com   Telephone: +44 (0) 20 7213 3095 
Website: www.cdkn.org  


