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Introduction 

The Climate and Development Knowledge Network (CDKN) Research Consultation was held at the 

Royal Society on 24
th
 September 2010. The event brought together 40 of the UK’s leading academics 

and researchers in climate and development, representing 35 institutions. The event was one of a 

series of regional consultations with research and policy-making communities on climate change and 

development in 2010 that will contribute to the CDKN research strategy. Other consultations in the 

series are being held in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. The UK consultation presented CDKN’s 

research approach and solicited contributions from UK researchers on the research priorities and 

funding structures that will shape CDKN research calls. Copies of the agenda, presentations and full 

research briefings are available on the CDKN website.  

 

CDKN Research Approach 

Simon Maxwell, CDKN’s Executive Chair, introduced the CDKN to the group. He outlined the 

challenges facing climate change and development. He called for a focus on ‘Climate Compatible 

Development’ (CCD), an approach to  human development that combines reducing the extent of 

climate change through mitigation with helping societies adapt to a changing climate. Simon 

explained that the CDKN will support its principal stakeholders - developing country government 

decision-makers - through combining research, advisory services, knowledge management and 

supporting partnerships. He encouraged participants to share experiences and help shape the CDKN 

research process.  

Ken de Souza, DFID, explained that CDKN’s research component is about responding to demand 

and filling priority gaps in climate and development research. CDKN aims to anticipate future research 

needs and support new initiatives. Ken outlined DFID’s commitment to funding CDKN through 

collaboration between its research and policy divisions. He emphasised CDKN’s independence from 

DFID’s priorities in developing its own agenda. DFID anticipates CDKN becoming a multi-donor 

network. Ken stressed that, while the UK government has ‘ring-fenced’ allocated money to DFID and 

CDKN, the department is keen to demonstrate the impact and value for money of research funded. 

Natasha Grist, CDKN’s Head of Research, outlined the aims of the research output: to produce high 

quality, demand-led research. CDKN seeks to improve research capability and capacity within 

developing countries, promote partnerships, and disseminate findings in ways that facilitate research 

use by decision-makers.  

Natasha presented the draft CDKN research framework and its four themes (Impacts; Responding to 

a Changing Climate; Evaluating Climate Compatible Development; Policy Processes). These themes 

intersect with sectoral issues. The themes were drafted in response to background literature reviews, 

and consultation with researchers and policy makers across various developing country regions. 

Natasha proposed a research funding approach split into three funding streams. The Long-Term 

Strategy will support projects over six months in duration, with budgets ranging from £30-250K. The 

call for research will be similar to Research Councils’ calls, involving open call, competitive tendering. 

The Short-Term Strategy will provide for a rapid response to ongoing demand from developing 

countries policy makers. These bids will be run on a restricted and competitive basis, and will typically 

be less than £30K and no more than six months in duration. The Innovation Fund is designed to 

support ongoing research initiatives aligned with CDKN principles, largely looking to build on existing 

projects and foster developing country research capacity. Projects will usually range from £10-50K, 

with procurement resting with the CDKN Projects Committee. All funding allocated will require 

demonstration of links and influence with developing country policy makers. 

http://www.cdkn.org/news/2010/10/1/cdkn-research-consultation-at-the-royal-society.html
http://www.cdkn.org/storage/Simon%20Maxwell.pdf
http://www.cdkn.org/storage/Natasha.pdf
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Natasha stated that the first call under the Long-Term Strategy is planned for the 31
st
 January 2011, 

with bi-annual calls following. The theme and topic are to be developed through further consultation. 

Questions focused on the: 

 Need for climate compatible development to incorporate a realistic future climate (3°+) 

 Need for the CDKN to think about what legacy and long-term impact it will make, given its limited 

funding - this could be on Climate Resilient Low Carbon Plans, for example 

 Need for the research to be driven by policy processes. Suggestions were made to break down false 

divisions and realign the CDKN’s thematic focus with the policy cycle - recognising the necessary 

integration of all 4 themes in various stages of policy process. 

 Focus on meso-level institutions  

 Need to keep CDKN’s focus topics limited in order to be effective 

 Focus on who is making the adaptation decisions and what they are adapting to (knowledge levels)  

 Structure and realistic frequency of research calls 

Natasha Grist highlighted that funding allocation across research themes will not be equally split, and 

will reflect demand from policy makers.  Simon Maxwell assured participants that issues of poverty 

reduction and wider development goals were integral to CDKN objectives and feature at the heart of 

all research outputs and objectives. 

 

Thematic presentations 

Emilio Lèbre La Rovere, CDKN’s Chief Scientific Adviser, is an IPCC lead author and is involved 

with the Brazilian national climate change forum and national negotiating team. Emilio provided 

insights on climate and development research priorities from a policy-makers’ perspective and an 

overview of the wide range of current policy issues and research priorities within the areas of 

mitigation, adaptation and capacity building. 

Emilio’s presentation was followed by a series of ‘power presentations’ from leading academics 

relating to key research priorities and knowledge gaps in their respective fields: 

Vicky Pope, Head of Climate Change Advice, Met Office, called for greater harmonisation between 

the scientific and policy-making communities. Vicky emphasised the need for climate science in 

decision- making, noting that it can be challenging to identify and interpret available information. She 

also noted that climate science needs improvement, but should to be allied with better understanding 

of its use and capacity building across developing countries. 

Emma Tompkins, Senior Lecturer in Climate Change Impacts, Adaptation & Vulnerability, 

University of Leeds, argued that there is a divergent research agenda between developed and 

developing countries on adaptation - a technical, risk management focus in the former, and social 

institutions focus in the latter. She called for the Climate Change and Development community to 

question this split. Second, Emma raised the issue of conceptual debates around the links between 

social and ecological resilience. Third, she raised questions over the relevance and role of climate 

resilience approaches being built on micro-economic foundations. 

Jim Watson, Director of the Sussex Energy Group, University of Sussex, reminded participants 

of the need to retain focus on the unresolved questions in wider energy debates in developing 

countries, particularly around energy access - as these have been neglected in the climate change 

research on energy. He called for more research to be conducted on innovation within both transition 

economies and least developed countries, and the financial and institutional arrangements required to 

support innovation. Jim noted the need to recognise and identify the impacts of mitigation strategies.  

http://www.cdkn.org/storage/Emilio.pdf
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Saleemul Huq, Senior Fellow, Climate Change Group, International Institute for Environment 

and Development, commented on the lack of connection between the climate change and 

development communities, until recently. He noted the need to respond to increasing demands for 

knowledge concerning the links between adaptation and mitigation, suggesting that there will be 

growing demand for climate compatible development in the coming decades. Saleemul highlighted 

the potential for greater North/South and South/South collaborations. He mentioned that in the case of 

adaptation, there may indeed be considerable scope for South/North cooperation. 

 

Thematic break-out sessions   

Participants split into four thematic breakout sessions (see Appendix A for examples of specific 

research questions). 

 

 

Figure 1: Proposed CDKN Research Themes 

 

A. Impacts discussion 

There is a great need for improved dialogue between scientists and policy-makers; policy makers 

require the capacity to interpret and apply climate science, but climate scientists also need to know 

more about the spatial and temporal demands for data by policy-makers.  Climate science needs to 

be better integrated within the policy-making process and vice versa. This is an area where the CDKN 

could provide added value. The CDKN needs to find a niche, where the IPCC currently does not 

operate. Policy-makers need to be given the space, time and access to think about what the emerging 

science is telling them.  
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B. Responding to a changing climate discussion 

In addition to elements outlined in the theme questions, poverty, society and measurement are central 

to an effective elaboration of response options. The wider, dynamic, development context needs to be 

better integrated in these considerations - including understandings of poverty, vulnerabilities, 

governance and the psychologies behind responses to climate change. Many development 

communities do not currently share ideas - e.g. growth and poverty initiatives - and the climate 

change community needs to span across these. A number of related research questions were 

suggested, a few of which are summarised in Appendix A. 

C. Evaluating climate compatible development discussion 

Impact analyses and research are far more advanced in the case of mitigation and emission 

reductions, with easily quantifiable outputs. Greater emphasis is needed for understanding and 

evaluating adaptation and adaptive capacity. The discussion centred around three core issues: 

 What are the indicators of adaptation and adaptive capacity: How can adaptive capacity at the 

local level be measured, and using which indicators? 

 Assessing the impacts of approaches outside those labelled ‘climate change’: In what ways do 

public service delivery, social protection, and disaster risk-reduction approaches contribute to 

adaptive capacity?  

 Ensuring compatibility: Numerous tools and approaches are used to assess vulnerability. The 

CDKN can contribute by helping to bring together others in using the same methods and 

methodologies.  

D. Policy processes discussion 

Discussion centred on three themes: 

 What is the problem we are trying to solve?  There is a failure in policy generation: literature is 

available, but little is applied to policy. The private sector is barely involved in policy and decision-

making. The key to change is through understanding the role of different stakeholders, and finding 

the right enablers.  

 Policy processes in climate change - Is it worth researching this area?  Participants note 

opportunities to revisit ideas (i.e. entitlement to resources, ‘Giddens Paradox’, national consensus 

etc.). Uncertainty remains a key issue.  

 Prioritisation: Participants highlight issues of finance, uncertainty, governance, politics and power, 

policy, and structure and agency as key research priorities. 

 

Concluding remarks 

Natasha Grist invited participants to get involved with the CDKN research process. Participation could 

take one or more of the following activities:  peer-review of research outputs, joining the Roster of 

Experts, commenting on subsequent versions of the draft research strategy and framework, as well 

as suggesting initiatives suitable for the Innovation Fund.  

CDKN thanks all participants for their contributions and insights. 

For further information on the research output, or to make suggestions during this research 

consultation phase, continuing into December 2010, please contact Natasha Grist n.grist@odi.org.uk   

This report was produced by Lindsey Jones and Natasha Grist, CDKN Research Team 

http://www.cdkn.org/news/2010/9/29/postcard-from-chatham-house-climate-change-2010.html
https://experts.cdkn.org/nomination/nominate
https://experts.cdkn.org/nomination/nominate
mailto:n.grist@odi.org.uk


 

A. Impacts 

Integration: How do integrate methodologies from other approaches 

to deal with uncertainties? 

Mainstreaming: Where does climate science come into the policy 

decision making process? 

Uncertainty: What level of uncertainty is tolerable for policy making? 

Capacity Building: How do we equip policy makers with mental 

models need to deal with multivariable futures? 

Points of Discussion; 

Gaps in IPCC; Timescales for policy making; Drivers of vulnerability; 

B. Responding to a changing Climate 

Poverty: how can the poor take on low carbon pathways? 

Social Issues: How should we reflect dynamic social vulnerabilities, 

psychological responses, social learning, community governance 

livelihoods and impacts in response options? 

Methods: How can we incorporate learning from past failures and 

successes effectively into new approaches? 

 

Points of Discussion; 

Downscaling; Uncertainty; Influencing practitioners 

  

 

 
C. Evaluation of Climate Compatible Development 

Indicators: What are the indictors of adaptive capacity at the sub-

national level? 

Wider Development Issues: How to do different development 

approaches contribute to enabling adaptation and increasing adaptive 

capacity? 

Co-benefits: How do we increase and evaluate the co-benefits  of 

mitigation strategies? 

Compatibility: Movement towards a common set of methods and 

methodologies 

Points of Discussion; 

Testing of proxies; Evaluating incremental change; Baselines 

D. Policy Processes 

Uncertainty: How to make decision making more robust in the face of 

uncertainty?   

Power: Issues over power, structure and agency: Who has power to act 

and develop policy?   

Negotiations: Negotiations and politics: Who gets what? 

Uniqueness: What aspects of policy coordination and governance are 

unique to climate change?  

Points of Discussion; 

Structure and agency; Design of institutions; Government accountability; 

Balance between disciplinarities 

 

 

Appendix A: List of Identified Research Priorities 
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